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Scientific Note

Notes on the taxonomic identity of Trogosita pusillima 
Mannerheim, 1843, with transfer from Laemophloeidae and 

synonymy under Holoparamecus depressus Curtis, 1833 
(Endomychidae: Merophysiinae)

In his treatment of  the beetle fauna of  Alaska and the Aleutian Islands, 
Mannerheim (1843) described a new species which he placed in the genus Trogosita 
Olivier, 1790 (=Tenebroides Piller & Mitterpacher, 1783) (Coleoptera: Trogossitidae). 
The original description for Trogosita pusillima Mannerheim, 1843 reads as fol-
lows: “Elongata depressa, pallide rufe-testacea, thorace basi transversim impresso, 
lineolis tribus exarato, in medio foveolato, elytris subtiliter crebre punctulatis, stria 
suturali profunde impressa. Longit. 1/2 lin. Latit. 1/6 lin. Habitat in insula Sitkha 
D. Blaschke.”

Hetschko (1930) correctly recognized that it was not a trogossitid and transferred it to 
Cucujidae, placed it under the genus Laemophloeus Dejean, 1835 (now Laemophloeidae) 
and inadvertently introduced a misspelling with L. pisillimus (Mannerheim). There 
are no subsequent references to Laemophloeus pisillimus after Hetschko (1930), but 
subsequent catalogues of Trogossitidae (Barron 1971, Kolibáč 2013) continued to 
list Tenebroides pusillimus (as incertae sedis) because they either were unaware of 
Hetschko’s transfer to Laemophloeus or chose to ignore it. Recently, the second author 
(MCT) contacted Dr. Olof Biström at the Finnish Museum of Natural History to 
examine the type specimen of Trogosita pusillima (Fig. 1) to confi rm its identity. Upon 
examination, Dr. Biström concluded it was not a Laemophloeus, leading MCT to 
request a loan of the specimen for direct examination. Upon receipt, it was recognized 
as an endomychid in the genus Holoparamecus Curtis, 1833. The second author then 
contacted the fi rst (FWS), who identifi ed it as H. depressus Curtis, 1833, necessitating 
its formal transfer from Laemophloeidae to Endomychidae and synonymization 
under H. depressus.

Holoparamecus depressus Curtis, 1833:186.
Calyptobium kunzei Aubé, 1843:245.
Holoparamecus integer Rey, 1889:54.
Trogosita pusillima Mannerheim, 1843:303. New Synonym.
Tenebroides pusillimus: Léveillé, 1910:18; Barron 1971:120; Kolibáč 2013:86. 
Laemophloeus pisillimus (sic): Hetschko 1930:40.

As pointed out by Fall (1899), Holoparamecus depressus (as H. kunzei (Aube)) is easily 
recognizable from other species by its large eyes, antennal shape and structure, and the 
pronotum which bears a small median punctiform fovea in the center of the disc and 
three short sulci at its base (two sublateral and one medial) connected anteriorly by 
a transverse sulcus and posteriorly by a basal sulcus to form a large depressed area 
divided into two equal halves. Although originally described from Europe, H. depressus 
has since become cosmopolitan and is now known from isolated encounters across 
North America, South America, Africa and Asia (Shockley et al. 2009). Although 
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presumed to be widespread since it is a stored product pest, H. depressus had only 
been reported in the U.S. from California, Georgia and New York. The transfer and 
synonymy of T. pusillima under H. depressus thus also constitutes a new state record 
(Fig. 2).
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Figure 1. Holotype of Trogosita pusillima Mannerheim, 1843 and its labels. Scale bar = 1 mm.
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Figure 2. Map of Alaska with Sitka City and Borough (highlighted in red). Image courtesy of 
David Benbennick [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons.

LITERATURE CITED 
Aubé, C. 1843. Note sur le genre Calyptobium. Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (2) 

1:241–247.
Barron, J. R. 1971. A revision of  the Trogositidae of  America North of  Mexico (Coleoptera: 

Cleroidea). Memoirs of the Entomological Society of Canada 75:1–143. 
Curtis, J. 1833. Characters of some undescribed genera and species indicated in the ‘Guide to an 

Arrangement of British Insects’. The Entomological Magazine 1:186–187.
Fall, H. C. 1899. Revision of  the Lathridiidae of  Boreal America. Transactions of the American 

Entomological Society 26:101–190.
Hetschko, A. 1930. Cucujidae. Coleopterorum Catalogus 15:1–93.
Léveillé, A. 1910. Temnochilidae, pp. 1–40. In: S. Schenkling (Ed.). Coleopterorum Catalogus Pars 11. 

W. Junk, Berlin, 40 pp.
Kolibáč, J. 2013. Trogossitidae: A review of the beetle family, with a catalogue and keys. ZooKeys 

366:1–194.
Mannerheim, C. G. 1843. Beitrag zur Käferfauna der Aleutischen Inseln, der Insel Sitkha und Neu-

Californiens. Bulletin de la Société Impériale des Naturalistes de Moscou 16:3–142.
Rey, C. 1889. Remarques en passant. Famille des Lathridides. L’Échange, Revue Linnéenne 5:54–55.
Shockley, F. W., K. W. Tomaszewska & J. V. McHugh. 2009. An annotated checklist of the handsome 

fungus beetles of the world (Coleoptera: Cucujoidea: Endomychidae). Zootaxa 1999:1–113.

Received 6 May 2015; Accepted 17 Aug 2015 by T. C. MacRae; Publication date 
2 Oct 2015


