
MARINE MAMMAL STRANDING REPORT -  LEVEL A DATA 
 
 

FIELD #: __________________________   NMFS REGIONAL #: _____________________________ NATIONAL DATABASE#: __________________________________                    
                  (NMFS USE)                                                     (NMFS USE) 
 
COMMON NAME: _______________________________  GENUS: _______________________________ SPECIES: ___________________________________________  
 
EXAMINER Name: ________________________________________________  Affiliation: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________  Phone: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Stranding Agreement or Authority: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
LOCATION OF INITIAL OBSERVATION 
State: _______ County: _____________________ 

City: _____________________________________ 

Body of Water: ____________________________ 

Locality Details: ____________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Lat (DD): ________ . _____________________ N   
Long (DD): ________ . ___________________ W   

□ Actual  □ Estimated  
 
How Determined: (check ONE) 
□ GPS □ Map          □ Internet/Software 

INITIAL OBSERVATION 
 
Date: Year: _______ Month: ____________ Day: _______________  
First Observed:   □ Beach or Land   □ Floating   □ Swimming 
 
CONDITION AT INITIAL OBSERVATION (Check ONE)  
□ 1. Alive           □ 4. Advanced Decomposition 
□ 2. Fresh dead      □ 5. Mummified/Skeletal 
□ 3. Moderate decomposition     □ 6. Condition Unknown 
INITIAL LIVE ANIMAL DISPOSITION (Check one or more) 
□ 1. Left at Site      □ 6. Euthanized at Site  
□ 2. Immediate Release at Site         □ 7. Transferred to Rehabilitation: 
□ 3. Relocated      Date: Year:______ Month:_____Day:___ 

    Facility:___________________________  
□ 4. Disentangled      □ 8. Died during Transport 
□ 5. Died at Site                 □ 9. Euthanized during Transport 
□ 10. Other:____________________________________________________ 
        
CONDITION/DETERMINATION (Check one or more)  
□ 1. Sick                        7. Location Hazardous                   
□ 2. Injured                             □ a. To animal                          
□ 3. Out of Habitat                 □ b. To public 
□ 4. Deemed Releasable    □ 8. Unknown/CBD   
□ 5. Abandoned/Orphaned     □ 9.Other__________________  
□ 6. Inaccessible       __________________________ 
TAG DATA  Tags Were: 
     Present at Time of Stranding (Pre-existing):   □ YES □ NO 
     Applied during Stranding Response:    □ YES □ NO  
     
ID# Color Type Placement*          Applied          Present
   (Circle ONE) 

   D   DF   L                □             □ 
_________________________ LF  LR  RF  RR 
   D   DF   L                 □             □ 
_________________________ LF  LR  RF  RR 
                                                  D   DF   L                □             □ 
_________________________ LF  LR  RF  RR 
 
* D= Dorsal; DF= Dorsal Fin; L= Lateral Body 
   LF= Left Front; LR= Left Rear; RF= Right Front; RR= Right Rear 

CARCASS STATUS (Check one or more) 
□ 1. Left at Site   □ 4. Towed: Lat__________Long__________  □ 7. Landfill 
□ 2. Buried          □ 5. Sunk:    Lat__________Long__________  □ 8. Unknown 
□ 3. Rendered     □ 6. Frozen for Later Examination      □ 9. Other______________ 
 
SPECIMEN DISPOSITION (Check one or more) 
□ 1. Scientific collection □ 2. Educational collection 
□ 3. Other:__________________________________________________________ 

Comments: __________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 

NECROPSIED □ NO □ YES   □ Limited □ Complete  
 □ Carcass Fresh □ Carcass Frozen/Thawed  

     
NECROPSIED BY: ____________________________________________________  
Date:  Year: ______________Month:_______________Day:__________________ 

MORPHOLOGICAL DATA       
 
SEX (Check ONE)  AGE CLASS (Check ONE) 
□ 1. Male                     □ 1. Adult                   □ 4. Pup/Calf 
□ 2. Female  □ 2. Subadult              □ 5. Unknown 
□ 3. Unknown  □ 3. Yearling 
 
□ Whole Carcass  □ Partial Carcass 
 
Straight length:______________ □ cm   □ in   □ actual   □ estimated 
Weight:____________________ □ kg    □ lb   □ actual   □ estimated 
 
PHOTOS/VIDEOS TAKEN: □ YES □ NO 
Photo/Video Disposition: ________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 

LEVEL A EXAMINATION      □ Not Able to Examine 
 
Date: Year: _______ Month: ____________ Day: _______________  
 
 
CONDITION AT EXAMINATION (Check ONE)  
□ 1. Alive                        □ 4. Advanced Decomposition 
□ 2. Fresh dead      □ 5. Mummified/Skeletal 
□ 3. Moderate decomposition     □ 6. Unknown 

OCURRENCE DETAILS    □ Restrand   GE# ____________________ 
Group Event:  □ YES        □ NO      (NMFS Use) 
If Yes, Type:  □ Cow/Calf Pair   □ Mass Stranding     # Animals: _______ □ Actual     □ Estimated       
 

Findings of Human Interaction:      □ YES    □ NO    □ Could Not Be Determined (CBD) 
If Yes, Choose one or more:  □ 1. Boat Collision  □ 2. Shot    □ 3. Fishery Interaction   
□ 4. Other Human Interaction:_____________________________________________________________________
How Determined (Check one or more): □ External Exam       □ Internal Exam □ Necropsy    
□ Other: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Gear Collected? □ YES □ NO   Gear Disposition: _____________________________________________________
Other Findings Upon Level A:         □ YES    □ NO    □ Could Not Be Determined (CBD) 
If Yes, Choose one or more:  □ 1. Illness  □ 2. Injury  □ 3. Pregnant   □ 4.Other:____________________________ 
How Determined (Check one or more): □ External Exam      □ Internal Exam  □ Necropsy     
□ Other: __________________________________________________________________________ 

NOAA Form 89-864 (rev. 2007) OMB No.0648-0178; Expires 10/31/2010 PLEASE USE THE BACK SIDE OF THIS FORM FOR ADDITIONAL REMARKS 



ADDITIONAL REMARKS 
 
 

ADDITIONAL IDENTIFIER: _________________________________________________ (If animal is restranded, please indicate any previous field numbers here) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
DISCLAIMER 

 
THESE DATA SHOULD NOT BE USED OUT OF CONTEXT OR WITHOUT VERIFICATION.  THIS SHOULD BE STRICTLY ENFORCED WHEN REPORTING SIGNS 
OF HUMAN INTERACTION DATA. 
 

DATA ACCESS FOR LEVEL A DATA 
 

UPON WRITTEN REQUEST, CERTAIN FIELDS OF THE LEVEL A DATA SHEET WILL BE RELEASED TO THE REQUESTOR PROVIDED THAT THE REQUESTOR 
CREDIT THE STRANDING NETWORK AND THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE.  THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE WILL NOTIFY THE 
CONTRIBUTING STRANDING NETWORK MEMBERS THAT THESE DATA HAVE BEEN REQUESTED AND THE INTENT OF USE.  ALL OTHER DATA WILL BE 
RELEASED TO THE REQUESTOR PROVIDED THAT THE REQUESTOR OBTAIN PERMISSION FROM THE CONTRIBUTING STRANDING NETWORK AND THE 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE.  
 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT INFORMATION 
 

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN FOR THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION IS ESTIMATED TO AVERAGE 30 MINUTES PER RESPONSE, INCLUDING THE TIME 
FOR REVIEWING INSTRUCTIONS, SEARCHING EXISTING DATA SOURCES, GATHERING AND MAINTAINING THE DATA NEEDED, AND COMPLETING AND 
REVIEWING THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.  SEND COMMENTS REGARDING THIS BURDEN ESTIMATE OR ANY OTHER ASPECT OF THE 
COLLECTION INFORMATION, INCLUDING SUGGESTIONS FOR REDUCING THE BURDEN TO: CHIEF, MARINE MAMMAL AND SEA TURTLE CONSERVATION 
DIVISION, OFFICE OF PROTECTED RESOURCES, NOAA FISHERIES, 1315 EAST-WEST HIGHWAY, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20910.  NOT WITHSTANDING 
ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THE LAW, NO PERSON IS REQUIRED TO RESPOND, NOR SHALL ANY PERSON BE SUBJECTED TO A PENALTY FOR FAILURE 
TO COMPLY WITH, A COLLECTION OF INFORMATION SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT, UNLESS THE 
COLLECTION OF INFORMATION DISPLAYS A CURRENTLY VALID OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET (OMB) CONTROL NUMBER. 
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	Text178: 8 September 2014: <0930 hours, Dot (907-229-2999) observed a dead beluga floating in with the tide, was not yet beached. She was coming from Anchorage and passed the whale right before Indian. Dot later stopped and called a friend who told her to call the NOAA OLE Hotline.                                                                                                                                                        Interviewed by NMFS (Mahoney) on 9 September

8 September 2014: 0900-0930 hours, Steve Busby (Greatland Adventures; 980-8179; steve@greatlandadventures.com) observed as dead beluga at/near Indian. Steve is a local tour guide, so he is always looking for belugas when he drives along Turnagain Arm. He saw a whale on the rocks and walked down to it. The beluga was pretty bloated and stiff. The whale was bleeding out of its left eye and near the caudal area, and he did not walk around near the mouth. He took three pictures (sent to NMFS on 9 September).                                                                                                                      Interviewed by NMFS (Mahoney) on 9 September

8 September 2014: 1000 hours, NOAA OLE (L. Cockreham) sent an email that one of their agents received a message at 0955 hours from Dot that a dead beluga on the beached was observed at Indian, between MP 103-104. NOAA OLE (Cockreham) returned her call but only got a busy signal. 

1017 hours: ADFG (D. Battle) called to report a dead beluga at/near Indian that was reported to him by Steve (Greatland Adventures; 980-8179).  

~1030 hours: Trevor Scott (907-244-7636) called to report he was on site with a stranded beluga. A white beluga was on the rocks and seaweed just before Indian, south of MP 104 (pull out just before Indian Valley). The whale was rasping, unresponsive to touch, and lying on its side. The whale was more than 10 feet long. 

1038 hours: Gordon Scott (907-244-7607; fvearytimes@gmail.com) sent two pictures of a large white male laying on its right side with blood coming out of its left eye, left caudal area, and mouth. It was caught among a few large rocks.  

<1200 hours: NMFS (Mahoney) arrives to the stranded whale that was thought to be alive. The whale had stopped making noise just before she arrived. The whale had two sheets and buckets of water around to keep it cool under the sheets. It was draped with wet rock weed.  Channel 11 (Lauren and camera girl) showed up shortly after to get the story about a dead beluga.

~1300 hours: SLC vet (C. Goertz) arrived to draw blood from this whale. She did not get much blood, and the blood she did collect had lots of air bubbles and no vacuum , she had to draw the blood by hand, no blood was drawn to the vacuum tube.  This condition indicated that the beluga was dead for longer than a few hours.  

>1300 hours: Dr. Burek and crew (D. Peterson, K. Worman, and another woman) arrive and begin necropsy. Confirm large white male beluga has been dead for a while, died during the past 24 hours; and was Code 3 for stranding condition.

>1400 hours: SLC staff come and helps with necropsy (R. Andrews and N. Rouse).

>1530 hours: Native Village of Tyonek members show up to collect the skin and blubber from the whale: Ryan and Ron McCord, Anthony Chuitt, and others. They took all the skin and blubber removed from the right side for the necropsy. Mr. Chuitt said the blubber and skin was okay, but the small smell was from the rotting meat/muscle.  

>1630 hours: start finishing the necropsy. Tide is coming in and it won't be long before the necropsy location is flooded. Whale tied to rock with its fluke to keep it for bone retrieval.  

> 1700 hours: beach area is flooded. Tyonek members are able to move the floating whale so that its left side is up and they remove its skin and blubber.  

1735 hours: NMFS (Mahoney) departs the beach and heads to Anchorage.

9 September 2014
- 0730 hours - Subsampling of tissues by AVPS at UAA
--0845 hours: NMFS (Mahoney) at MP104 roadside pull out to look for beluga.  Whole beach is flooded, right up to rock cliffs along the tracks.
- 0908 hours: NMFS (Mahoney) calls UAF Museum (A. Gunderson) to inform him the beluga is still tied to the rock, found small white floating piece of skin that was connected to brownish material

10 September 2014
- 0700 hours: Gordon Scott sent NMFS (Mahoney) a picture of the beluga beached and still tied to shore, some patches of white skin still very visible
- 1140 hours: UAF Museum (A. Gunderson, Katie, John) departed Anchorage to drive to Bird to collect the beluga bones and return to Fairbanks, which did not have the pectoral fins attached
- G. Scott informed NMFS (Mahoney) that he called a Tyonek member (Mr. Ryan McCord) who was on site the day before collecting muktuk to see if they had the pectoral fins.  Mr. Scott was informed that as Tyonek was leaving the beach, they met Alaska Natives hiking to the beluga with knives, to remove edible parts. Mr. McCord did not know who they were, but he told Mr. Scott he would inquire about retrieving the pectoral fins via Facebook.  

October 2014
- Mr. Scott and NMFS (Mahoney) never heard back about the missing pectoral fins.
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