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•  Plante 
– Plant kingdom 

•  Angiosperm 
– Flowering plant 

•  Eudicot 
– Dicotyledeon  

08498 C. album 



•  Core Eudicot 
– Predictably organized flowers 
– Fused carpels, differentiated 
petals and sepals, etc 

•  Caryophyllales 
–  Includes chenopodaceae, 
caryophyllaceae, portulaceae 

74873 C. capitatum 



•   Chenopodiaceae 
Amaranthaceae! 
– Morphological  and 
molecular evidence 

– C4 photosynthesis and 
sodic/xeric tolerance 

– Subfamily 
Chenopodioideae 

– Genus: Chenopodium 

30040 C. capitatum 



C. capitatum 

•  Common names: Strawberry‐blite, Strawberry‐
spinach 

•  Widely distributed in Alaska and throughout 
the world 

•  Edible young leaves, shoots, seeds, and 
perianth 
– Beware of Oxalic Acid! 



C. album 

•  Common names: Lamb’s Quarters, Pigweed, 
Goosefoot 

•  Edible young leaves, shoots, seeds 
– Oxalic Acid! 



Differences 

C. capitatum 

•  Glabrous 
•  Green or Reddish 
•  Perianth fleshy, bright red 

and juicy at maturity 

C. album 

•  Mealy, at least on underside 
of leaves 

•  Grey or glaucous 
•  Perianth mealy, enclosing 

the fruit 



C. capitatum  C. album 

84632 C. album 21529 C. capitatum 



C. capitatum  C. album 

74737 C. capitatum  309673 C. album 

Leaves triangular to 
triangular‐hastate 

Leaves ovate‐lanceolate to 
rhombic‐lanceolate, toothed 



C. capitatum  C. album 

30040 C. capitatum  C. album 

Densely crowded spike 
inflorescence 

Interrupted spike 
inflorescence 



C. capitatum  C. album 

30040 C. capitatum  C. album 

Not typically red, but 
sometimes 

Clearly red 

91751 C. album 

119286 C. album 21529 C. capitatum 

C. capitatum 



C. capitatum  C. album 

Abundant oxalate crystals 

Few to absent visible oxalate 
crystals 

91751 C. album 82848 C. capitatum 



Arctos Links 
•  ALAAC 21529 : Examined 5/3/2010  http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:61996  
•  ALAAC 30040 : Examined 5/3/2010 http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:67396  
•  ALAAC V74873 : Examined 5/3/2010 http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:86994  
•  ALAAC 82848 : Examined 5/3/2010 http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:81593  
•  ALAAC 91751 : Examined 5/3/2010 http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:86455  
•  ALAAC 119286 : Examined 5/3/2010 http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:16436  
•  ALAAC V120461 : Examined 5/3/2010 http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:13436  
•  ALAAC V120556 : Examined 5/3/2010 http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:13531  
•  ALAAC V74737 : Examined 5/3/2010 http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:110349  
•  ALAAC 21529 : Examined 5/3/2010 http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:61996  
•  ALAAC 61996 : Examined 5/3/2010 http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:61996  
•  ALAAC 84632 : Examined 5/3/2010 http://arctos.database.museum/guid/UAM:Herb:110640 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